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to meet the rest of the apostles who were then living, when they chose in
council St Simeon, bishop of that church after the martyrdom of St James
the Less. It seems to have been after the death of the Blessed Virgin
that St John visited Lesser Asia, making those parts his peculiar care, and
residing at Ephesus, the capital of that country. It is certain that he was
not come thither in 64, when St Paul left St Timothy bishop of that city.
St Irenaeus tells us, that he did not settle there till after the death of SS. Peter
and Paul. St Timothy continued still Bishop of Ephesus till his martyrdom
in 97. But the apostolical authority of St John was universal and superior,
and the charity and humility of these two holy men prevented all differences
upon account of their jurisdiction, St John preached in other parts and
took care of all the churches of Asia which, St Jerom says, he founded
and governed. Tertullian adds that he placed bishops in all that country;
by which we are to understand that he confirmed and governed those which
SS. Peter and Paul had established, and appointed others in many other
churches which he founded. It is even probable that in the course of his
long life, he put bishops into all the churches of Asia: for while the apostles
lived, they supplied the churches with bishops of their own appointing by
the guidance of the Holy Ghost, and by virtue of their commission to
plant the church.

St John, in his extreme old age, continued often to visit the churches

of Asia, and sometimes undertook journeys to assume to the sacred ministry

a single person whom the Holy Ghost had marked out to him.   Appollonius,

not the Roman senator, apologist, and martyr, but a Greek father who wrote

against the Montanists, and confuted their pretended prophecies step by

step, about the year 192, assures us that St John raised a dead man to life

at Ephesus.   A certain priest of Asia having been convicted of writing a

fabulous account of the voyages of St Paul and St Thecla, in defence and

honour of that apostle, was deposed by St John.    St Epiphanius affirms,

that St John was carried into Asia by the special direction of the Holy

Ghost, to oppose the heresies of Ebion and Cerinthus.   St Irenaeus relates

that St John, who ordinarily never made use of a bath, went to bathe on

some extraordinary occasion, but understanding that Cerinthus was within,

started back, and said to some friends that were with him, " Let us, my

brethren, make haste and be gone> lest the bath, wherein is Cerinthus the

enemy of the Truth, should fall upon our heads/'   Dr Conyers Middleton,

in his posthumous works, pretends this anecdote must be false, because

inconsistent with this apostle's extraordinary meekness.    But St Irenaeus

tells us he received this account from the very mouth of St Polycarp,

St John's disciple, whose behaviour to Marcion is an instance of the same

spirit,  This great apostle would teach his flock to beware of the conversation

of those who wilfully corrupted the truth of religion, and by their ensnaring

speeches endeavoured to seduce others.   This maxim he inculcates in his